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NEELY TRADITIONAL ACADEMY
MISSION STATEMENT & VISION



Introduction
Philosophy

T



Admissions

Neely accepts students within Gilbert Public Schools District boundaries, as well as
students from outside of GPS boundaries in accordance with GPS open enrollment
policy. Priority admission is based upon 1.) siblings of current Neely students, 2.)
children of a district employee (cap of 20%), 3.) residents of Gilbert Public schools, 4.)
non-residents of Gilbert Public Schools and space available in the grade level.
Applications for an upcoming school year are accepted October 1st of the prior school
year.
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Curriculum
Procedures

The following curriculum procedures are established as a guide for classroom
organization and planning to ensure that Neely will continue to meet the expectations
of parents, teachers, administration, and the Gilbert Public Schools Governing Board.

● Classrooms in grades K-5 will be full inclusion with heterogeneous grouping.
● Utilization of departmentalized teaching methods and schedules in 6th grade, to

implement the middle school model. 5th grade will rotate within a subject area to
prepare the students for 6th grade departmentalization.

● Students’ desks shall face the teacher’s primary instructional area.
● Appropriate discipline techniques, which focus on positive reinforcement of

appropriate behavior, shall be used to maintain a structured, calm, and orderly
classroom atmosphere. A school wide positive behavior support is in effect.

Delivery of Instruction

● Each teacher shall utilize whole class instruction, direct teaching, and other
approved methods with an emphasis on meeting individual needs.

● In order to maximize instructional time and students’ time on task, classroom
activities not directly related to academic tasks should be kept to a minimum in
all grade levels.

● Teachers shall strive to provide academic challenges and interveme v i e
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Mathematics

Mathematics shall include the mastery and practical application of basic mathematical
principles. Students shall understand that mathematical problems have absolute
answers and that precision and accuracy are required. Students apply higher-level
thinking to solve conceptual problems. Basic mathematic facts shall be taught to
mastery level using drill, repetition, and memorization to achieve appropriate accuracy.

Teachers will use the GPS adopted Math in Focus (Singapore Math) curriculum. This
program focuses on problem solving as a central skill. Students are required to
understand not just the how, but the why of the mathematical process. They learn the
material at an increasingly deep level, resulting in their ability to apply mathematical
concepts competently and confidently. Hands-on activities and practice with
manipulatives shall be utilized at all grade levels to ensure mastery of the standards
and proficient mathematical practices. The math program shall be advanced one year
at all grade levels.

Social Studies

Neely shall utilize social studies materials adopted and approved by Gilbert Public
Schools. Social students shall be taught through direct instruction and the use of
inquiry techniques to meet the state standards.

Science

Neely shall utilize science materials adopted and approved by Gilbert Public Schools.
Science instruction will be taught through direct instruction, hands on application, and
use the discovery approach to mastering the state standards.

Technology

Technology shall be integrated into the Neely curriculum as an additional resource that
offers the student quality practice or for reference or communication as related to a
specific subject.

Computer skills, such as keyboard will be taught where developmentally appropriate.
Students will enhance the writing process using Google Applications and other
programs to create documents.

Internet access requires a signed electronic user agreement to be on file for each
student through the annual update.
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Gifted Education

Neely shall use the district approved cluster and replacement models to serve gifted
students in grades kindergarten through six. The Gifted Math class is available for
eligible students from 2nd-6th grade for those who qualify. The Gifted Language Arts
class is available from 3rd-6th for students who qualify.
All



Music

Music will be provided for grades kindergarten through six and shall be taught by a
qualified music teacher. The music program shall emphasize music appreciation, music
history, note reading, composition, rhythm, instrument identification, and choral skills. It
also includes the opportunity for students to perform during music instruction. Students
in grades five and six may choose band or orchestra in place of general music.
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Grading and Report Cards
Grading and report cards shall be given in accordance with Gilbert Public Schools
guidelines for elementary schools.

Grades Kindergarten through sixth use achievement grading to reflect students
mastery of work. Scores directly reflect student growth and proficiency according to
academic standards.
Grades Kindergarten through sixth use the following grading scale:

NEELY GRADING SCALE – (Kindergarten - 6th Grade)
A = 90%-100%
B = 80%-89%
C = 70%-79%
D = 60%-69%
F = 59% and below

Absent/Late Work

It is required that all assignments be completed. Per district policy, for each day
missed, the student has an equal number of days to makeup the work. Work not
completed by the assigned time shall be considered late; however, teachers shall use
their discretion to determine guidelines in acceptance of late assignments due to
extenuating circumstances.

Report Cards

Both progress and report cards will be issued electronically through Infinite Campus.
Please take the time to review these reports with your student. Progress reports shall
be consistent at each grade level.

Parent-Teacher Conferences

Parent-Teacher conferences are scheduled each fall and attendance is required by the
Neely parent commitment. Teachers will contact parents with concerns as needed �
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Attendance

Students that meet the following criteria will earn attendance certificates the
first three quarters of the school year (fall break, winter break, and spring
break).

Silver Attendance: Students that have 5 or less absences and/or tardies
combined for the quarter will earn the silver certificate.

Perfect Attendance: Students that have zero absences or tardies for the
quarter will earn the perfect attendance certificate.

Noble Knight: This award will be given to any student with perfect
attendance for the entire school year.

School Spirit

To encourage a sense of community and love of Neely, every Friday is a school spirit
day at Neely. Students wearing Neely colors are tallied and the class with the highest
participation percentage will earn either: Mike the Knight (primary) or the Knight statue
(intermediate) to take care of for the week. Clothing that will count as school spirit is a
Neely shirt or a shirt with one or all of the Neely colors on it (blue, gray/silver).

Star Performers

This recognition is for all Neely students. Each week, the classroom teacher will select
one student in each class to be identified for outstanding work. Students will meet with
the principal at the start of the school day every Friday (with the exception of half days)
to receive the award. Student work samples are to be brought to the principal and will
then displayed in the main hallway.
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School Organizations and Committees
The success and operation of Neely Traditional Academy is due, in part, to the
attendance and � o l



Behavior Expectations and Discipline
Neely Traditional Academy is intended to have a highly structured, calm, and orderly
atmosphere. Respect and courtesy shall be exhibited at all times. School rules shall be
consistent with Gilbert Public Schools Governing Board policies.

Neely is committed to providing quality education and consistency in all we do to
ensure that each student has a positive environment in which to learn. This includes a
clear discipline policy within the classroom and throughout the school.

Positive reinforcement will be acknowledged by all staff with Knights Illuminating
Character coupons which students will be able to redeem for rewards. Neely students
will exhibit the four character traits at all times: Be Safe, Be Respectful, Be
Responsible, Be Kind. These behaviors allow students to be successful in both
academic and social



School Expectations and Regulations

Students and teachers are engaged in learning from the first bell and right up to the
final bell at dismissal. We discourage families from picking up students early except in
occasional or critical need circumstances. Parents and guardians who wish to pick up
their child(ren) prior to dismissal time must come into the office and sign their children
out of school. Students shall not be released early from school without written
permission. Students who remain on campus after the gates close after parent drive
through (about 20 minutes after the final bell), will be brought to the office, and
parents/guardians will be called. Parents will need to sign out students when they are
late picking them up.

Due to the impact on teachers and classes, parents asking for students to be
dismissed before the dismissal bell are asked to do so no later than 15 minutes prior to
the final bell. On Mon/Tues/Thurs/Fri this is 2:40 pm and on Wednesdays, it is 1:40 pm.
Parents coming to pick up within this 15-minute timeframe at the end of the day will be
asked to wait until the final dismissal bell.

Neely School Expectations

Students shall:
● Be on time to school and school activities.
● Show respect to adults and fellow students.
● Treat each other kindly and show concern for all other students’ wellbeing and

feelings.
● Will not interfere with their own learning or other students’ learning.
● Help preserve school property and grounds.
● Use courteous language (no profanity).
● Walk in the hallways in a quiet and orderly manner when moving about the

campus.
● At lunchtime, walk into the cafeteria quietly through the multipurpose room, and

when leaving the cafeteria students must walk respectfully and quietly out to the
playground.

● Follow directions given by all staff members
● Stay in the designated areas on the school campus.
● Stop playing when the bell rings or when an adult blows a whistle
● Play on the appropriate grade level playground.
● Settle disagreements without fighting or threatening to fight. Including no play-

fighting/rough play.
● Not throw sand, rocks, or objects that could injure others.
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdMs5aJeauUaJXlHDO-Tin8jMi_KF4MqHtTsLZ9lC6Sy9tVGg/viewform


Student Behavior Expectation Summary

CHARACTER TRAIT IN THE
CLASSROOM

IN THE
CAFETERIA

ON THE PLAYGROUND

RESPECT
FOLLOW ALL
YOUR TEACHERS’
INSTRUCTIONS

FOLLOW MR.
DOUG'S & MS.
TERESA’S RULES

FOLLOW RULES &
RESPECT OTHERS’
FEELINGS & SPACE

RESPONSIBILITY
COMPLETE ALL
WORK DO YOUR
VERY BEST

EAT YOUR
LUNCH & STAY IN
YOUR SEAT

FOLLOW THE
PLAYGROUND RULES

CARING
CARE ABOUT
YOUR TEACHER,
YOUR PEERS
AND THE
QUALITY OF
YOUR WORK.

USE KIND
WORDS WITH
EVERYONE

USE KIND WORDS. DO
NOT HURT ANYONE.

TRUSTWORTHINESS
TELL THE TRUTH
& DO YOUR OWN
WORK

BE HONEST
ABOUT YOUR
BEHAVIOR

BE TRUSTED TO BE A
GOOD FRIEND

FAIRNESS
RAISE YOUR
HAND AND WAIT
YOUR TURN TO
SPEAK

TAKE YOUR
TURN. WAIT
PATIENTLY FOR
HELP

MAKE THE RIGHT
CHOICE TO NOT
BULLY OR EXCLUDE
STUDENTS

CITIZENSHIP
KEEP YOUR AREA
CLEAN AND TIDY

CLEAN UP AFTER
YOURSELF

DO NOT THROW
TRASH.
PICK UP WHAT YOU
FIND.

ON THE BUS IN THE BATHROOM

TALK QUIETLY
AND STAY SEATED IN
YOUR SEAT

DO NOT PLAY OR
MAKE A MESS AND
CLEAN UP AFTER
YOURSELF

22





https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSerg1WuYfHy-8nAbYWec9peH23cmNo0Ff1vU6rDpOkN83F37w/viewform


If you are parking in the neighborhood to walk to the flagpole, you will need to park on the west side
of Burk St. If you have a student at GCA and your child is walking to meet you there, they will use
this crosswalk. Please notate this on the “How my student goes home” Google form below.

Walk Up #2 (East Side of school: Bike Rack & Bike Riders)
Parents who wish to have their 1st - 6th grade child walk or ride their bike independently to and
from school will need to use this access point and notate this on the “How My Student Goes Home”
Google form below. Students will enter and exit from the bike rack onto the playground. The
crosswalk is across Houston Ave. at Corrine St. This is intended for families that reside on the east
side of our campus.

Please adhere to the following guidelines
a. Crossing Guards will be on duty from 7:45am - 8:00am and 2:55pm (1:55pm on

Wednesdays/early release) - 3:10pm.
b. Bikes need to be kept in the bike rack and locked.
c. Students should not cross the parking lot access points during drive thru times.

i. If your child is biking from the westside of campus, they need to stop at the drive thru
exit. Then walk their bike along the drive-thru loop, to the bike rack. Please do not go
into the parking lot or cross entrances or exits.

4th Option: Gilbert Public Schools VIK
Community Education provides a fee based program for you to bring your child(ren) to school
before school starts or extend their school day in the afternoon. AM VIK Hours: 6:30am - 7:45am
PM VIK Hours: 2:55pm - 6:00pm. Please drop off and pick up your child(ren) from the dedicated
parking lot on the east side of campus. You must pre-register through the district portal.

Scan this QR Code: to enroll in VIK.

Please complete the How My Child is Getting Home Form per family with regards to the options
explained above.
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